FAMILY RELATIONS

ever since, as the estate never raised one half the
rent I was to pay. Before I left Virginia I answered
all her calls for money; and since that period have
directed my steward to do the same." Furthermore,
he gave her a phaeton, and when she complained of
her want of comfort he wrote her, " My house is at
your service, and [I] would press you most sincerely
and most devoutly to accept it, but I am sure, and
candor requires me to say, it will never answer your
purposes in any shape whatsoever. For in truth it
may be compared to a well resorted tavern, as
scarcely any strangers who are going from north to
south, or from south to north, do not spend a day or
two at it This would, were you to be an inhabitant
of it, oblige you to do one of 3 things : 1st, to be
always dressing to appear in company; 2d, to come
into [the room] in a dishabille, or 3d to be as it were
a prisoner in your own chamber. The first you'ld
not like ; indeed, for a person at your time of life it
would be too fatiguing. The 2d, I should not like,
because those,who resort here are, as I observed
before, strangers and people of the first distinction.
And the 3d, more than probably, would not be
pleasing to either of us/'

Under these circumstances it was with real indig-
nation that Washington learned that complaints of
hers that she " never lived soe poore in all my life"
were so well known that there was a project to grant
her a pension. The pain this caused a man who
always showed such intense dislike to taking even
money earned from public coffers, and who refused
everything in the nature of a gift, can easily be under-
